
The Story of God: The Bible as Narrative 

Introduction 

The Stories End – The Final Destination 

Rev. 21 
 

So this morning, I want to cheat 

Only it’s not really cheating, because God wants us to do it 

I want to turn to the end of the Story of God…the last page if you will, to find out how it all ends 

We said before that many in Christianity are HOPING and WAITING 

Surely God gives us hope, and surely we are called often to wait on Him in faith 

But there is also something very wrong with this thinking 

Remember our KINGDOM WORD…the premise is Jesus rules NOW 

And Jesus has ruled for 2000 years 

And Jesus’ goal in coming wasn’t ultimately redemption, but to step in as our King and Savior 

Redemption is of course essential to make that happen, but not His end goal 

Jesus like Aslan is on the move, and His goal is to restore His original Genesis, but even better 

And we are called to RULE WITH HIM 

 

By turning to the end of the Story, it will tell us a lot about the rest of the story 

And specifically why this just waiting and hoping is not the end all 

Co-ruling and regenerating His creation is what is in order 

The END will give us some clues I think as to why 

Knowing the end will help determine how we live in the middle 

Let’s start with a question 

How many of you have been to funerals or memorials? When people talk there about an “ultimate destination, where do 

they talk about? Have you ever heard anything other than Heaven? 

What is Heaven? 

How has it been described to you? 

If the ultimate destination is “Heaven”, meaning somehow up there and away from here, how might that affect your 

thoughts about here? 

 

In a Jewish mind, Heaven first of all is far less Geographical, and far more a realm, a reality of being and living 

It was not thought of as a distant location so much as a present reality as God intends them to be 

Also in a Jewish mind and context, Heaven was actually used as a way of not saying God’s name 

In Matthew – Kingdom of Heaven 

This is really just another way of saying Kingdom of God 

It was both respectful and careful to not cross the Torah 

But it also gives you a clue into the Jewish mindset 

And since Jewish people wrote the Story across the board, this is helpful 

And in particular, as we look at Revelation to see how this Story of God ends, we are listening to John,  a Jew 

To a Jew, Heaven is WHERE GOD IS 

 

If John were conducting a Memorial service, John would talk about the destination of the deceased way differently 

Turn to John 21 

In Rev. 21 & 22, John is essentially taken to a Mountain top with an amazing view 

And from that vantage point, this is what he sees 

This is John’s 7
th

 and Final vision, the vision of perfection 

The Re-Creation Story if you will from Genesis 2 

 

• Rev. 21:5 

What does this verse convey? 

God is making all things new, and He has NEVER relinquished His control (i.e. read Kingdom, Covenant) 

So, what does John see AT THE END OF THE STORY 

 

1. New Heavens and New Earth 



• Rev. 21:1 

Even though you never read a direction citation or quote from the OT, it is soaked in the creation language of Genesis 

And what does John see first? 

New Heavens AND A New Earth 

Is this a funeral you are familiar with? A new earth? 

And these are not new concepts to John 

• Is. 65:17, 66:22 

• II Peter 3:11-13 

The image isn’t Christians crashing into Heaven with the pearly gates and gold streets 

In Rob Bell’s words, HEAVEN WILL CRASH INTO EARTH 

God is not writing off His creation…RATHER HE MAKES ALL THINGS NEW 

This isn’t just some “spiritual salvation of souls like we hear 

This is the ultimate reconciliation of spirit and matter…ALL THINGS NEW 

The NO MORES list says it best 

• Rev. 21:1b – No more sea (remember from Gospels, sea represents evil and darkness) 

• Rev. 21:4 – No more Death so no more tears, mourning, crying, pain 

We may for a time go to Heaven, but ultimately, Heaven IS COMING HERE AND SO ARE WE 

“May your will be done, ON EARTH AS IT IS IN HEAVEN” 

 

What else… 

2. New Jerusalem 

• Rev. 21:2 

Just as John sees Babylon in Rev. 17, the great Whore of the Earth as represented all throughout the Story 

Now He sees God’s new city 

Ever heard this at a funeral? 

• Rev. 21:10-11 

And notice, where does this city come from? 

a) It is a Heaven Sent city – again, Heaven is coming HERE 

b) It is a Holy city  

It is described as high and wide as it is long – a perfect cube 

It is the new Holy of Holies (I Kings 6:20) 

• Rev. 21:3, 22 

There is no need for a Temple because God is there, filling the place 

c) It is a Glorious city – where light is completely unnecessary and God is accurately reflected 

• Rev. 21:11 

d) It is a Unified city – Re. 21:12-14, both before and after Jesus’ coming 

e) It is also Inclusive and International – Rev. 21:24-27 

Rev. 5:9 

Tribe (phuleô - a clan or tribe, every class and race), language (tongue), people (common people), nation (ethnos = 

ethnic) 

Heaven is incredibly diverse 

f) Garden City – Rev. 22:1-2 

3. Wedding 

• Rev. 21:2, 9, a long standing metaphor for God and Israel, and God and the Church 
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4. A New Covenant Community 
In addition to the great melting pot of Rev. 5, every tribe, nationality, etc. 

Finally, God’s people, co-ruling with Him 

• Rev. 22:3, 5, 7 

5. The New Vision – The Face of God 

• Rev. 22:4 

Seeing the face of God will be Heaven on Earth 
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Trees by Rob Bell 
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